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Clicking on the 
Isolation Trail name 
at any point  brings 
up the trail descrip-
tion in the Details 
Tab and hghlights 

the trail on the map 
in orange.

When viewing trail information in the Details Tab, you can click on the “+” symbol to expand and view more 
details about a trail segment.  (If there are no additional details about a trip segment, the “+” symbol will 
not appear.) You can also click on any link within the description and jump to details about that item. 

The Details Tab provides an overview description and detailed segment by segment itinerary for trails. It will 
also note when you are entering or leaving a designated Wilderness area or the alpine zone, where special 
care should be taken in limiting group size and reducing impacts on fragile vegetation.

Paid subscribers will also be able to download waypoints for a trailhead, trail or route; get directions to 
a trailhead using Google Maps (TM); or visualize a trail or route using Google Earth (TM). (Google Earth 
must be installed on your computer to use this feature.)

Downloading Waypoints
Selecting the “Download to GPS” link will open up a dialog box, allowing you to save a GPX file to the 
hard drive of your computer. You can rename the default file name at this point. You will need to have the 
appropriate software and cable for connecting your GPS device to your computer in order to upload these 
waypoints to your GPS device.

Google Maps Directions
White Mountain Guide Online provides trailhead driving directions through Google Maps by passing the 
waypoint and name of the trailhead to Google Maps. If the trailhead is off of the road network known to 
Google Maps, directions are reliable only to the last point on the known road network. Be sure to refer to 
the detailed trailhead directions in the Details Tab or on your printed trail or route itinerary report.

Click on these 
links to see driving 

directions to a 
trailhead, view a 
route in Google 
Earth, or down-

load waypoints to 
your GPS unit.

WMGO_HelpDoc_v1.5.indd   17 8/5/09   3:04:06 PM



18 19

Google EarthTM

White Mountain Guide Online has the ability to export its data in .kmz format, which can then be viewed 
in Google Earth to get a three-dimensional image of a trail or hike. Google Earth (TM) has its own set 
of system requirements and is not supported by White Mountain Guide Online or the AMC. You should 
carefully assess if your computer can handle this application before you download and launch it.

4.0  A Note about Descriptions, Mileage, Elevation Change, and “Book 
Time” – online vs. printed guidebook
A trail segment is a section of trail that begins and ends with a trailhead, trail junction, or a major feature, 
such as a popular rock or waterfall, or a tentsite. The print edition of the White Mountain Guide, 28th edition 
provides elevation change and “book time” estimates for some, but not all trail segments in the White 
Mountains.  In order to provide the ability for an online user to explore any trail segment, or build a route 
using any combination of trail segments, AMC used Geographic Information Systems (GIS) software to 
calculate distance and total elevation change, and to apply a standard formula to generate “book time.”  As 
a result, you will find slight differences between information presented in the guidebook and online.

Distances in the print edition were measured using a surveyor wheel.  Online distances and elevation change 
were generated by combining topography data with the trails layer at 10-meter intervals to calculate total 
distance and elevation change as the trail is traversed. 

Most trail descriptions in the print edition are written assuming a single direction of travel, often ascending.  
(A few of the longer trails include a reverse description.)  In order to enable online users to plan ascending 
and descending routes, we added reverse descriptions, although often less involved than the book’s original 
forward descriptions.

Elevation change in the printed guidebook is only considered to occur if there is a change of +/– 50 feet. 
Online elevation change includes all changes in elevation from start to finish using exact GIS data. Online 
elevation change can therefore be greater than what is in the printed guidebook.

WMGO_HelpDoc_v1.5.indd   18 8/5/09   3:04:06 PM




